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Tuesday, August 15", marks the first day that Texas real estate brokers can renew their licenses
over the Internet through the Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC). During Monday’s
Commission meeting, agency staff announced implementation of the much anticipated electronic
capability which is expected to assist some 110,000 licensees across the state in terms of
convenience and savings in time spent on the renewal process. Several weeks ago,
Commissioners adopted a number of rules making it legally possible to file license renewals and
initial applications electronically once necessary computer resources became available.

To begin with, TREC will provide an electronic means for renewal of individual broker licenses,
while Internet renewal of salesperson licenses is anticipated within the next 30 days. Also within
that period, TREC expects to provide licensees with the added convenience of direct computer
access to obtain the individual status of specific mandatory continuing education requirements that
must be met in order to qualify for a renewal. Longer term plans call for electronic filing of initial
real estate license applications within future phases of TREC’s online development.

During discussion before the Commission, samples of user friendly forms appearing on TREC's
web site were electronically filled out to demonstrate the simplicity and convenience of the
process. Electronic renewal forms and easy-to-follow instructions can be found by referring to
TREC's home page and prominent online license renewal link located at
http://www.trec.state.tx.us. Electronic applications virtually mirror traditional paper versions that
licensees are already familiar with completing and returning by mail.

License renewal fees remain the same, however a $12 convenience charge is being billed to
those who renew online. This additional fee is not retained by TREC, but is assessed only to
cover additional costs associated with Internet transactions. Credit cards currently accepted by
TREC for electronic payments include Visa and Visa debit cards, Master Card, and Discover.
American Express is also scheduled to be accepted in the near future.
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