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The Texas Real Estate Commission (TREC) has taken legal steps needed to eventually allow for
the licensing of real estate brokers and salespersons electronically over the Internet. At its
meeting on Thursday, June 22", Commissioners adopted a number of rules that will make
processing for both initial license applications and renewals possible once necessary computer
capabilities become available.

Under the new rules, renewal of an unexpired license could be completed by accessing the
Commission’s Internet web site and entering required information on a renewal application form.
Additional renewal requirements concerning educational criteria and license fees can be met by
following supplemental instructions that will be provided at the site. TREC anticipates that it will
be able to make electronic renewals available by as early as this coming August.

As for meeting longer term objectives of the Commission, new rules were also approved to help
prepare the agency for future electronic filing of initial license applications. Because educational
transcripts or other documents cannot be reviewed on-line, the Commission will now require that
an evaluation of educational qualifications be completed prior to the filing of any initial broker or
salesperson license application. Under existing procedures, TREC evaluates educational
gualifications at the same time a new application is received.

New rules further provide that within 60 days of an electronic filing, individuals who have originated
their application on-line must also submit a paper form containing an original signature and
photograph; plus in the case of a salesperson application, the signature of a sponsoring broker.

For some 110,000 real estate professionals throughout Texas, electronic licensing and renewals
will provide added convenience and a significant savings of time, as well as an eventual reduction
in processing costs for TREC.
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