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Chairman John Cahill Called to Order the scheduled meeting of the Texas Real Estate Inspector 
Committee to order at 9:05 a.m., Monday, February 06, 2006. 
 
In addition to Chairman Cahill, members present were Vice Chairman Shavauna Morgenroth, 
Secretary Vernon Davis, T.J. Rowles, Billy Meyerdirk, Brian Murphy, Curtis Carr, Phillip Stojanik 
and Russell Strahan. 
 
Staff present were: Loretta Dehay, General Counsel; Devon V. Bijansky, Staff Attorney;  Della 
Lindquist, Director of Enforcement; Wayne Thorburn, Administrator. 
 
Chairman Cahill called for agenda item two, minutes of the July 22, 2005 meeting. Chairman 
Cahill explained that Secretary Vernon Davis had been deployed to assist FEMA with the Katrina 
Disaster shortly after the subject meeting and he had subsequently lost his notes due to computer 
problems. After some discussion Mr. Stojanik made a motion that he be allowed to listen to the 
audio tapes and transcribe the events for the meetings. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Strahan. The motion was adopted by unanimous vote. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item three, minutes of the November 07, 2005 meeting. Ms. 
Morgenroth motioned to approve minutes as is and Mr. Meyerdirk seconded. The motion was 
adopted by unanimous vote. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item four, reports from TREC staff. Devon V. Bijansky provided 
a review of staff reports. After a review of the various reports Mr. Strahan inquired as to what is 
the nature of criminal offense? Ms. Bijansky responded that they may be from TREC findings or 
self reporting. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item five. Mr. Cahill stated he would move the public comment 
portion to align with the subject item of discussion. Mr. Cahill then canvassed the audience if all 
would be providing comments on Standards of Practice. Only one audience member stated he 
would be providing public comment on agenda item 6. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item six. Mr. Cahill asked Mr. Carr, Chairman of the Ethics Sub-
Committee to present his report. Mr. Carr stated the committee had revised the Proposed Ethics 
by incorporating the provisions of the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act (RESPA) which is a 
federal statute enacted by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Mr. 
Carr motioned to reverse previous Ethics and replace with the current draft recommended 
amendments to 22 TAC § 535.220 concerning Professional Conduct and Ethics for home 
inspectors. Mr. Murphy seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. Rowles, Mr. Meyerdirk, 
Mr. Davis, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Carr, and Mr. Strahan voting in support.  Mr. Stojanik and Ms. 
Morgenroth voted in opposition. 
 
Mr. Randy Erbin provided Public Comment. Mr. Erbin stated he was speaking as representative 
of the American Home Inspection Association and as a representative of Amerispec. Mr. Erbin 
asked for clarification if a franchisee owner would be in violation if the wholly owned inspection 
franchise is part of the corporate structure which also owns repair and service franchise 
operations to the residential market. Mr. Carr affirmed it would not be a violation on the surface. 
Mr. Strahan and Mr. Davis provide scenarios in which if the inspection franchisee also owned the 



service franchise then it would be a violation and further provided that if the inspection franchisee 
received any form of compensation whether it be monetary or other form of monetary value from 
the corporate entity or franchisees it would then be a violation. Mr. Murphy then provided input 
that it would be a violation for an inspector to receive compensation for referring a customer to 
another inspector. Mr. Carr then provided commentary that it would not be considered a violation 
for an inspector to hire a trade professional (as a sub-contractor) to provide service in conjunction 
with an inspection, but it would be a violation to receive compensation from additional work 
provided by the trade professional (the example of a pool contractor aids in the initial inspection 
would be acceptable to be paid for said work, for the pool contractor then to pay the inspector for 
future monthly service arrangements would be a violation). Mr. Stojanik then stated that these 
comments should be subject to legal review since the committee members intentions are subject 
to legal review, in as none of the committee members are attorneys. 
 
Mr. Rowles made a motion to repeal 22 § 535.217 concerning Dishonest Conduct as Grounds for 
Disciplinary Action. The motion was seconded by Mr. Meyerdirk. The motion carried with Mr. 
Rowles, Mr. Meyerdirk, Mr. Davis, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Carr, and Mr. Strahan voting in support.  Mr. 
Stojanik and Ms. Morgenroth voted in opposition. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item seven. Mr. Cahill then asked if any one in attendance 
wanted to provide public comment of the proposed Standards of Practice. The following provided 
comments: 
 

• Fred Wilcox, Houston, TX – Past Chairman of Standards of Practice Sub-Committee 
• Joe Gonzales, Houston, TX - President of Texas Association of Real Estate Inspectors 
• Jim Hemsell, Denton, TX – President Lone Star Chapter of the American Society of 

Home Inspectors 
• Larry Foster, Austin, TX – Past Chairman Texas Real Estate inspector Committee 

 
Mr. Cahill as Chairman of the Standards of Practice Sub-Committee then presented an audio 
visual of the proposed revisions. Mr. Cahill stated the presentation was available for review on 
www.betterstandards.com (site provided by a sub-committee member, site is not endorsed by 
TREC).  
 
Mr. Cahill presented proposed rules of revision to be utilized hence forth by TREIC and 
Standards of Practice sub-committee in future revisions. 
 
 

Rules of Revision 
 

 No Hidden Agendas 
o Do not protect inspector marketing 
o Do not empower expert witnesses 
o Do not promote other industry 
o Do not modify accepted practices 

 
 Concise Definitions 

 Use ordinary meanings of words when possible 
 Avoid unnecessary words  

i. Avoid redundant statements 
 Avoid unclear terms 
 Abnormal, acceptable, all, any, appropriate, inappropriate, complete, every, everything, 

excessive, proper, improper, correct or incorrect. 
 Avoid unreasonable expectations 

 
 Tell the truth 

 All items must be truthful 



 
 Itemize primary components 

 Avoid subcomponent listing 
 Avoid insignificant items 

 
 Avoid Defect Examples 

 No lists of defects 
 

 Avoid Prescriptive Language 
 Encourage commentary development 

 
Mr. Cahill asked the committee if the committee members were in consensus of the proposed 
rules of revision, with Ms. Morgenroth, Mr. Rowles, Mr. Meyerdirk, Mr. Davis, Mr. Carr, Mr. 
Stojanik and Mr. Strahan in support.  Mr. Murphy was in opposition. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item eight, Mr. Cahill suggested that Item 8 be postponed and 
addressed at a future meeting to be scheduled in the next several weeks. A consensus of the 
committee made a motion to schedule a meeting on 22 § 535.227-535.231  concerning 
Standards of Practice for inspectors and 22 TAC § 535.223  concerning standard inspection 
report form on March 24th and 25th. 
 
Chairman Cahill then informed the committee that TREC Staff had formally invited the TREIC to 
participate in the TREC Strategic Plan in a meeting which will begin at 2:00 pm following the 
TREIC meeting. 
 
(Secretary Note: Mr. Meyerdirk did not return after the lunch break due to previous business 
commitments) 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item nine, business fee for two year license renewal process. 
Mr. Carr made a motion and Ms. Morgenroth seconded. The motion was adopted by unanimous 
vote. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item ten, no new business items were presented for 
consideration. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item eleven election of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and 
Secretary. Mr. Murphy made a motion and Mr. Rowles seconded to nominate Ms. Morgenroth as 
Chairman. Mr. Davis then made a motion and Mr. Stojanik seconded to nominate Mr. Cahill as 
Chairman. No other nominations were presented. In a show of hands vote of four to two in favor 
of Mr. Cahill as Chairman. Mr. Stojanik made a motion and Mr. Murphy seconded to nominate 
Ms. Morgenroth as Vice Chairperson. The motion was adopted by unanimous consent. Mr. 
Strahan made a motion and Mr. Carr seconded the motion. The motion was adopted by 
unanimous consent. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item twelve, review and discussion to hold meetings concurrent 
with Texas Real Estate Commission in order that four or more Inspector Committee members can 
attend a Commission meeting. All members were in consensus of support. 
 
The Chairman moved to agenda item thirteen, Mr. Cahill asked the members for all in support of 
adjournment. All members were in consensus of support. 
 
 


