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MINUTES 
Texas Real Estate Commission 

Texas Real Estate Inspector Committee 
November 7th, 2005 

Texas Real Estate Commission 
Room 235, 1101 Camino La Costa 

Austin, Texas 
 
 

Monday, November 7th, 2005 
 
The required quorum having been met, Chairman John Cahill called the scheduled meeting 
of the Texas Real Estate Inspector Committee to order at 10:00 a.m., on Monday, 
November 7th, 2005  
 
In addition to Chairman John Cahill, other Inspector Committee members present were:  
 

Curtis Carr, William (Billy) Meyerdirk, Shavauna Morgenroth, Russell Strahan, 
and Phillip Stojanik. 

 
Inspector Committee members absent at the call to order were: 
 

Vernon Davis, Brian Murphy, and T. J. Rowles. 
 
TREC staff present included:  
 

Wayne Thorburn – TREC Administrator 
Sabrina Hassumani – Assistant Administrator 
Loretta DeHay – General Council 
Della Lindquist – Director of Enforcement 
Devon V. Bijansky – Staff Attorney 
Gwen Jackson – Education Manager 

 
Other state officials in attendance included two members of the State’s Sunset 
Commission, Christian Ninaud and Kate Moore. 
 
 
Minutes from the July 22nd 2005 Inspector Committee meeting were not available (per the 
agenda) due to the absence of Committee Secretary Vernon Davis who recorded the 
minutes of the July 22nd meeting.  Minutes from the July 22nd meeting will be considered at 
the next scheduled meeting. 
 
The minutes from the September 29th – 30th, 2005 meeting were considered.  A motion to 
accept the minutes as presented was made by Russell Strahan.  The motion was seconded 
by Billy Meyerdirk.  The motion was carried unanimously and the minutes from the 
September 29th – 30th, 2005 meeting were approved. 
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Devon Bijansky delivered staff reports.  Mrs. Bijansky informed the Committee that state 
law will require members of Commissions and Committees complete a video training 
session concerning the Open Meetings Act.  It was reported that a video being produced by 
the Attorney Generals office should be available to the Inspector Committee within the 
next couple of months for the purpose of delivering that training. 
 
It was discussed and decided that the Inspector Committee would continue to schedule 
meetings concurrently with the Texas Real Estate Commission in order to avoid potential 
concerns should attending members of the Inspector Committee form a quorum. 
 
The next meeting of the Inspector Committee was scheduled for December 9th, 2005 with a 
start time to be announced at a later date. 
 
During public comments, Professional Inspector Richard Whittset asked if the license 
renewal fee would be increasing when the two-year renewal term for inspectors is 
instituted next year.  Staff responded that the annual fee would remain the same (which, 
when paid on a two-year schedule, will mean that the fee paid at each renewal will be 
twice as much as the current annual renewal fee). 
 
Professional Inspector Bob Smith expressed his frustration with the recently implemented 
business license requirement for Corporation and LLC entities.  Mr. Smith pointed out that 
confusion is created by having two identical licenses with different numbers and ask which 
license number he was required to use on his reports and which might be subject to 
sanction in the event of an enforcement complaint.  Mr. Smith also expressed his 
dissatisfaction concerning the amount of time he was given in order to provide all of the 
documentation needed to fulfill the licensing requirements.   
 
Robert Dane, licensee applicant, addressed the Committee concerning the TREC 
requirement that he produce two letters showing 7 years of continuous work history in a 
related field to satisfy qualification requirements.  Mr. Dane’s effort to obtain a license has 
apparently been frustrated by TREC’s refusal to accept letters indicating shorter terms of 
employment but, nonetheless, documenting a 20-year continuous work history in related 
fields.  Chairman John Cahill asked that a future item be added to the Education 
Subcommittee’s agenda regarding this subject.  Education Subcommittee Chairman Billy 
Meyerdirk agreed to do so.   
 
Former Inspector Committee member Fred Wilcox addressed the Committee with follow 
up commentary concerning earlier comments made by Bob Smith.  
 
A presentation was made to the Committee by Noel Zak, Executive Director of the 
Examination Board of Professional Home Inspectors, concerning the possibility of the 
State of Texas eventually utilizing the National Home Inspector Examination instead of its 
own examination testing.  Following the presentation, Chief Administrator Wayne 
Thorburn provided an explanation of the current testing system used by the State of Texas 
for Real Estate Inspectors.  Mr. Thorburn pointed out that a statutory change would be 
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needed in regard to the testing fee limitation that is currently set at one hundred dollars 
($100).  Additionally, should the Inspector Committee recommend a change to the current 
system of testing, a competitive bid process would be required under state law.  Chairman 
John Cahill stated that the topic would be considered by the Education Subcommittee at a 
future meeting. 
 
Chairman John Cahill took a moment to welcome the members of the Sunset Commission 
in attendance and briefly explained the function of that entity to the Committee. 
 
Continuing with the agenda, a discussion ensued regarding allowing education credit for 
individuals who obtain various certifications in the model building Codes but who have not 
necessarily obtained documented hours in formal training.  Education Director Gwen 
Jackson informed that Committee that TREC already accepts coursework related to the 
building codes when delivered by acceptable training formats.  Former Committee member 
Larry Foster gave the Committee a historical view of the subject and stated the past 
reasoning for not allowing education credits for simply passing a certification exam. 
 
The Committee discussed the possible need for amendments to statute regarding Corporate 
and LLC licensing.  Rules under discussion included rule §535.208, rule §535.210, rule 
§535.216, and rule §535.218 of title 22 of the Texas Administrative Code (TAC).   
 
Russel Strahan motioned that the Committee draft a document to inform the Commission 
that the Inspector Committee takes exception to the rules as adopted regarding the 
licensing requirements for Corporate and LLC entities and to further suggest that the 
procedure used to develop the rules be reviewed in consideration of the fact that the 
Inspector Committee had no input in the matter.  Mr. Strahan pointed out that this process 
was not in keeping with the intent of Section §1102.059 of the Texas Occupations Code 
that requires the Commission to submit to the Committee for development or 
recommendation each proposed rule, proposed amendment to a rule, and request for a 
proposed rule or proposed amendment to a rule that relates to the regulation or licensing of 
inspectors.   The motion was seconded by Phillip Stojanik and was carried by unanimous 
vote.  General Council Loretta DeHay pointed out that all of the rules in discussion have 
not yet been finally adopted and are to be considered at the December 5th,, 2005 meeting of 
the Real Estate Commissioners. 
 
The Education Subcommittee Chair Billy Meyerdirk reported on Subcommittee activities 
from earlier in the day.  Billy Meyerdirk motioned that the Inspector Committee submit a 
statement to the Education department requesting that the range of acceptable education 
topics be broadened to include training in areas such as Business and Technology.  The 
motion was seconded by Phillip Stojanik.  The motion was carried by majority vote with 
Russell Strahan voting “No.” 
 
The Enforcement Subcommittee Chair Russell Strahan reported on Subcommittee 
activities from earlier in the day.  Russell Strahan motioned that an email inquiry received 
and answered by Staff regarding the delivery of hardcopy reports to clients be added to the 
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TREC web site in the Question and Answer area.  The motion was seconded by Phillip 
Stojanik and was carried by unanimous vote. 
 
The Ethics Subcommittee Chair Curtis Carr reported on Subcommittee activities from 
earlier in the day.  The latest versions of the proposed Ethics rules were discussed.  
Shavauna Morgenroth motioned that the proposed Ethics rules be amended to eliminate all 
referral fees from all parties being paid to inspectors.  The following language was offered.  
“An inspector shall not receive a fee or other valuable consideration directly or indirectly 
for recommending contractors, services, or products to the inspector’s client or other 
parties having an interest in inspected properties.”  Russell Strahan seconded and the 
motion was carried by majority vote with Curtis Carr voting “No.” 
 
A lengthy discussion concerning the development of the new Standards of Practice was 
conducted.  Chairman John Cahill provided a rough draft of standards for structural system 
to members of the Committee for their consideration and future comment.   
 
Chairman John Cahill asked for a motion to adjourn and Billy Meyerdirk motioned for 
adjournment.  The motion was seconded by Phillip Stojanik and Chairman John Cahill 
adjourned the November 7th, 2005 meeting of the Inspector Committee at 12:50 P.M. 


