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MINUTES 
Texas Real Estate Commission 

Texas Real Estate Inspector Committee 
September 29 - 30, 2005 

Texas Real Estate Commission 
Room 235, 1101 Camino La Costa 

Austin, Texas 
 
 

Thursday, September 29th, 2005 
 
The required quorum having been met, Chairman John Cahill called the scheduled 
meeting of the Texas Real Estate Inspector Committee to order at 10:45 a.m., on 
Thursday, September 29th, 2005.  
 
In addition to Chairman John Cahill, other Inspector Committee members present were:  
 

Brian Murphy, William (Billy) Meyerdirk, Phillip Stojanik, and Russell Strahan. 
 
Inspector Committee members absent at the call to order were: 
 
 Curtis Carr, Vernon Davis, Shavauna Morgenroth, and T. J. Rowles.  
 
TREC staff present included:  
 

Devon V. Bijansky – Staff Attorney  
Sabrina Hassumani – Assistant Administrator  

 
Chairman Cahill called for a volunteer to record the minutes of the meeting due to the 
absence of Vernon Davis.  Committee member Phillip Stojanik agreed to assume the 
duty. 
 
Minutes from the July 22nd 2005 Inspector Committee meeting were not available (per the 
agenda) due to the absence of Committee Secretary Vernon Davis who recorded the 
minutes of the July 22nd meeting and was in Louisiana doing Katrina work.  Minutes 
from the July 22nd meeting will be considered at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
A TREC staff report was delivered by Devon Bijansky involving the number of opened 
and closed complaints against TREC licensed inspectors.  The numbers presented by Ms. 
Bijansky were not considered to be particularly remarkable by the Inspector Committee 
when compared against the total number of inspected properties statewide for the time 
period involved. 
 
Sabrina Hassumani also iterated to the committee that a change to the length of license 
term from one to two years would begin in April of 2006.  The number of hours of 
Continuing Education required for renewal would be 16 hours per year for all levels of 
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license, thus at renewal of a two year license an inspector would be required to have 
amassed 32 hours of approved CE. 
 
Russell Strahan requested that staff reports be expanded in the future in order to keep the 
Inspector Committee better informed about planned actions or legislation that will affect 
inspectors so that the Committee can react to the changes before they are adopted.  Staff 
agreed to expand future reports as requested. 
 
Brian Murphy also asked for a clarification of staff objections to the ethics language as 
previously proposed by the Inspector Committee.  It became apparent during the 
discussion that followed that a written determination regarding RESPA and its 
applicability to inspectors would be needed before work on the Ethics language could 
move forward. 
 
A motion was made by Russell Strahan that the absences of non-present committee 
members be excused in consideration of hardships created by the recent passage of 
hurricane Rita.  The motion was seconded by Brian Murphy and was carried by 
unanimous vote of the quorum present. 
 
Jim Hemsell of Denton Texas addressed the Inspector Committee concerning an 
opportunity to present details of the National Home Inspector Examination for possible 
use by TREC.  Chairman Cahill agreed that time for such a presentation would be made 
on a future agenda. 
 
The next meeting of the Inspector Committee was tentatively scheduled for Monday, 
November the 7th. 
 
The Inspector Committee adjourned for lunch at 11:45 a.m. and reconvened at 1:05 p.m. 
 
The subcommittee Chairman on Education William Meyerdirk informed the Committee 
about work done by the Education subcommittee earlier in the morning regarding minor 
changes to 4 test questions and answers used for the Inspector Examination. The question 
items reviewed and accepted by the Education subcommittee were:   
 

TXHI000534,  TXHI000629,  TXHI00a309,  and TXHI00a535 
 
Mr. Meyerdirk motioned that the Committee accept the changes and Phillip Stojanik 
seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by a vote of 4 in favor, none against, and 
one abstention from Russel Strahan. 
 
Education Subcommittee Chairman Meyerdirk continued concerning the need to expand 
the core education topics considered acceptable by TREC, the need to have TREC accept 
CE courses when delivered in half hour increments, as well as the need to simplify CE 
course approval for trade associations.  Mr. Meyerdirk will communicate with staff 
regarding whether this can be accomplished by rule or will require statutory changes. 
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Chairman Cahill announced that “Committee of the Whole” is to be abolished in regard 
to the Standards of Practice subcommittee after an opinion was given by TREC staff 
stating that such an arrangement is not specifically allowed by the Texas Open Meetings 
Act.  Subsequently the Standards subcommittee was reduced to its original number and 
makeup (Cahill, Strahan, Davis, and Stojanik as alternate). 
 
A lengthy discussion took place concerning 22 TAC §535.208 and 22 TAC §535.209 in 
regard to Inspector Business Licenses for Corporations and Limited Liability Companies.  
It is the expressed desire of the Inspector Committee to see a simplification of the 
application forms used and a reduction of the required fees including the elimination of 
the recovery fund contribution.  Recommendations were made regarding specific items 
that could be removed from the application forms and the Committee agreed that the fee 
for a business license should be reduced to $20.  It is also the desire of the Committee to 
see a clear physical distinction made between the business licenses to be issued and the 
occupational licenses held by individuals.   
 
The Committee made a recommendation to staff to rewrite an entry on the Q and A for 
inspectors on the TREC web site concerning a wood destroying insect question.  The 
question is to be rewritten for clarity. 
 
The Committee made a recommendation that an inspector need not be required to have 
his or her inspector license number appear on every page of their internet web site.  A 
single occurrence of the inspector(s) license number(s) is to be deemed sufficient. 
 
A motion to adjourn for the day was made by William Meyerdirk and was seconded by 
Russel Strahan.  Chairman John Cahill adjourned the meeting at 4:30 pm. 
 
 

Friday, September 30th, 2005 
 
The required quorum having been met, Chairman John Cahill called the scheduled 
meeting of the Texas Real Estate Inspector Committee to order at 8:50 a.m., on Friday, 
September 30th, 2005  
 
In addition to Chairman John Cahill, other Inspector Committee members present were:  
 

Brian Murphy, William (Billy) Meyerdirk, Phillip Stojanik, and Russell Strahan. 
 
Inspector Committee members absent at the call to order were: 
 
 Curtis Carr, Vernon Davis, Shavauna Morgenroth, and T. J. Rowles.  
 
TREC staff present included:  
 

Devon V. Bijansky – Staff Attorney  
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William Meyerdirk presented to the Committee concerning the implementation of a 
requirement for inspector to carry Errors and Omissions and/or General liability 
insurance in order to protect the public.  A lengthy discussion of pros and cons ensued.  
At conclusion it was decided that additional information was needed in order to 
determine if the public was is in fact being harmed by the current lack of an insurance 
requirement for inspectors.  Mr. Meyerdirk agreed to gather additional information in this 
regard for future consideration. 
 
The Committee discussed public questions recently received by staff via email.  The 
answers provided by staff were reviewed and some were selected for inclusion on the 
TREC web site on the Questions and Answers page. 
 
The Committee discussed the subject of rewriting the Standards of Practice.  The 
discussion was limited to broad topics such as “grandfathering”, the depth of inspection 
that should be required, and how best to structure the new Standards of Practice as a 
useful document.      
 
The Inspector Committee adjourned for lunch at 11:50 a.m. and reconvened at 1:05 p.m. 
with the discussion concerning rewriting the Standards of Practice continuing after the 
break.  
 
The Inspector Committee’s quorum was lost with the early departure of Brian Murphy.  
Russell Strahan motioned that the meeting be adjourned and was seconded by Phillip 
Stojanik.  Chairman John Cahill adjourned the meeting at 2:05pm and the remaining 
Committee members retired to subcommittee to continue the discussion on the Standards 
of Practice. 


